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9th September 2022

newsletter

Headteachers
Welcome
Welcome back to a new year here at
Highfields Primary School, I hope you have
all had amazing summer holidays and have
made some fantastic memories with your
families and friends. It was so lovely to
welcome you all back to school this week and
I was so proud of how the children all came
into school on their first day!
As well as a new academic year, we also
have a brand new newsletter that will be
emailed out to you every fortnight. We hope
to provide you with as much useful
information as possible to help you support
your child on their educational journey this
year! As well as celebrating things in school,
Page 5 celebrates the children's out of school
successes. If there is anything you would like
me to include for your child please send the
information to
highfields.enquiry@highfields.sandwell.sch.uk
Here's to another great year at Highfields!
Mrs Garratt
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Queen
Elizabeth II
It is with great sadness this week that we
learnt of the death of Queen Elizabeth II,
aged 96. Today we have spent time in our
Golden Book assembly remembering her life
and we will continue to do this over the
next few days and weeks.
The children knew so many facts about her
life from the work they shared during her
Platinum Jubilee this year and we will
continue to celebrate the amazing legacy she
has left.

Autumn Term 1
Diary Dates!

September

Mon 5th – INSET Day - School closed to
children
Tues 6th - Back to school
Wed 7th – Y4 Roman Day (in Roman clothes)
Thurs 8th – Magical Maths assemblies
Fri 9th – Y6 Edgmond Hall trip

Fri 9th - Y4 start swimming (until end of
December)
Mon 19th – KS2 Magical Maths Club (until
end of term) DATE MAY CHANGE
Mon 19th - 2.15pm Highfields Helpers AGM
Tues 20th – 9.00am Reception Little Wandle
parent workshop
Thurs 22nd – KSI Magical Maths Club (until
end of term)
Tues 27th - 9.00am Year 1 Little Wandle
parent workshop

Attendance
Sandwell Local Authority sets our
attendance target at 96.5%
This week’s whole school attendance was
95.8% so this week we were below target
but I know this will improve as we get
further into the term
The winning classes attendance are…
EYFS – NAM - 97.1%
KS1 – 2M - 98.3%
KS2 – 3K - 100%

House Points
Each child and member of staff at
Highfields belongs to a house team, either
Clent, Rowley, Kinver or Haden and we all
earn points for that team. Children are
awarded house points for different things, it
may be for their work, for demonstrating
exceptional manners, being kind to their
peers or even during before or after school
club. Each week house points are totalled up
and the winning team announced in Golden
Book assembly. At the end of the half term,
the winning team gets a special prize!
Rowley - 47

Kinver - 32

Clent - 34

Haden - 38

Half term – 24th - 28th October 2022

October
Tues 11th – Individual Photographs
Fri 14th - Year 1 circus visit (in school hall)
Mon 17th – Pantomime visit (in hall)
Wed 19th – Parents Evening – 4pm-6.30pm
Thurs 20th – Parents evening – 4pm–6.30pm
Thurs 20th – Y4 trip to Lunt Fort

Cost of Living
Sandwell Council have provided school with a
'Cost of Living' family support services sheet
which has information on a whole range of
support services for families including energy
bills, debt advice, food, financial, mental
health and emotional support, unemployment
and getting a job support. If you would like
a copy of this it is available through the
school office

'Golden Book' Awards
Congratulations to the following children
who have been awarded
a Golden Book certificate
Friday 9th September 2022
Nam - Felicity
RD - Morgan
RP - Albie M
1CS - Braydon W
1SS - Animae
2S - Carys
2M - Harrison P
3G - Lily-Ruth R
3K - Jasneet
4G - Ava-Lily T
4L - Elisei D
5LB - Jasmine J
5NB - Zion
6C 6R PE - Bella P (5NB)

Value of the
Month - Peace
Every month at Highfields we spend time
in assemblies focussing on different
values. Throughout the year we will let
you know these values via the school
newsletter.
During September, we will be looking at
the value of ‘Peace’. We will be
discussing the different meanings and
symbols of peace and how we can
promote peace in different ways. As part
of this we will also be learning all about
international peace day and how this is
celebrated around the world.
Article 38 You have the right to be
protected from war

Book of the MOnth
To promote reading and different books that are available to read to the children, each
month, a book will be introduced to each phase in the school and talked about with the
children. In Nursery, Reception and years 1 and 2, the book will be placed in the ‘book to
share’ box so that your child will be able to bring it home and share it with you at some
point during the year. In years 3-6, copies will go into classrooms for children to select as
their reading book as and when they wish. We will also let you know the book titles through
the newsletter and school website so please keep an eye out.
The books for September are:
EYFS: ‘Dinos Don’t Give Up’ by Smriti Halls
Years 1 and 2: ‘Granny came here on Empire Windrush’ by Patricia Lawrence
Years 3 and 4: ‘The Unbelievable Biscuit Factory’ by James Harris
Years 5 and 6: ‘The Dragon in the Book shop’ by Ewa Josefkowicz

E-Safety
As a school we take E-Safety extremely
seriously therefore from this year we will be
having a fortnightly E-Safety article.
This article will include a QR Code that can
be accessed to help raise awareness of any
E-Safety issues that are current to our
school.. The QR code will direct you to the
schools website where you can find more
information on things such as new games
that have been released that are causing
concerns for school aged children or app's
the children are using and talking to us about

Nut Free School
Can I please remind all parents that we are
a nut free school, this is because we have
children, and staff here at Highfields, who
have severe allergies to nuts and nut based
products. Therefore, in order to make sure
we are keeping everyone safe, we ask that
snacks and packed lunches sent into school
do not contain nuts. If we do feel that a
child's snack or lunch may contain nuts we
will contain you and ask for them to be
provided with an alternative.

School Uniform
The children are required to wear school
uniform which consists of:
Grey trousers or skirt/pinafore dress
White blouse, shirt or polo shirt
Royal blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan
Tights should be grey or black.
Jumpers, fleeces and other items with the
school logo on are available via Ace Embroidery
- https://highfields.ace-online.co.uk/catalogue.
Sensible black shoes should be worn at all times.
Trainers are not permitted.
Please see the school website for the policy and
PE kit expectations or click on the QR code
above

Spiritual,
Moral, Social
and
Cultural
Events
As a school we want our children to have
every opportunity to explore and improve
their understanding and respect of different
faiths and cultures in the local, national and
global communities and so every month we
will also be publishing a list of other
celebration days for your child to learn
about at home. These also support the
children's learning about the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty, mutual respect and
tolerance

September
September 5th - International Day of
Charity
September 10th - World First Aid Day
September 15th - International Day of
Democracy
September - International Dot Day
September 17th - October 2nd - British
Food Fortnight
September 19th - 25th - Jeans for
Genes Day
September 19th - 25th - Recycle Week
September 21st - International Day of
Peace
September 21st - World Gratitude Day
September 23rd - International Day of
Sign Languages
September 26th - European Day of
Languages
September 30th - National Sporting
Heritage

Highfields Hall of Fame
This page will be used to celebrate the things your child/ren do in their
spare time that they would like to share with us all e.g earning gym
certificates, football or swimming trophies - send them via email to
highfields.enquiry@highfields.sandwell.sch.uk and Mrs Garratt will publish them
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Early Years

newsletter
Nursery

We have been so impressed with the
nursery children and how they have
quickly adapted to their new environment.
This week we have been exploring the
classroom, where things are and how to
use new resources.
Over the next few weeks we will be
exploring nursery rhymes, stories all about
me and getting to know each other.

Reception
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Key Stage 1

newsletter
Year 1

We have had a wonderful start to the
year in Reception. We are so proud of the
children, they have settled in so well and
it’s lovely to see them forming friendships.
During this term we will be learning about
ourselves, our families and traditions. Over
the next few weeks we will be exploring
traditional tales including Goldilocks,
Gingerbread Man and The Three Little Pigs.

The children in Year One have made a
fantastic start to the school year. They
have worked hard learning the new routines
such as lining up in register order. They
thought really hard about what rules we
should have in our class and have devised
their own class charter. The children have
been introduced to the topic ‘Step Right Up’
all about the circus. Later in the term we
will be having a visit from Circus Sensible.

Year 2
This week, Year Two have settled into their
new class very well. They have enjoyed
experimenting with Ice as our topic is called
'Fire and Ice'. The children used different
materials to see who can keep the ice cool
and stop it from melting. We also tried to
pick up the ice using string! In history we
have started looking at sources from the
Great Fire of London
Arlo
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Can we please remind parents to write
their child's name in all of their clothing.
We already have some lost property with
no names in

Lower KS2
newsletter

Upper KS2
newsletter

Year 3

Year 5

Welcome back Year 3! It’s lovely to see
you all in and around school again after
your summer break.
Year 3 have began their learning on the
Stone Age! They’ve created their own
Stone Age outfit and learnt lots of
facts about what life was like then. I’m
looking forward to hearing about all the
other facts they learn in the upcoming
weeks!’

Year 5 have settled into their new classes
very quickly. They have really enjoyed
beginning their World War II topic. It is a
topic which has many serious elements and
requires a mature attitude from the
children.
Miss Brazier and Miss Banyard have been
impressed with the children’s attitude so
far.

Year 6

Year 4
Welcome back Year 4! It’s lovely to see
you all in and around school again after
your summer break!
The children in year 4 have begun
their learning about the Romans! They’ve
created their own Roman timelines,
tasted Roman food, created Roman
mosaics, and did this all while they were
dressed like Romans too!

The children of Year 6 have settled into
school brilliantly. I have been so impressed
with their attitude and behaviour, I’m sure
we are going to have an excellent year
together.
They are really enjoying ‘The Hunger
Games’ text. It is a challenging book that
requires the children to engage with
complex moral issues, however, they are
studying it in a thoughtful and sensible
manner and have impressed us with the
intelligent questions they have been asking
about the story

Reminders

Rub
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If children would like to, they can
bring money in to purchase
something for morning break of the
snack trolley! On a Friday there's
even a sausage sandwich!
Y4

Highfields Helpers
newsletter
Diary Dates
Mon 19th September - 2.15pm
Highfields Helpers AGM in Highfields
Discovery Den
Following the AGM above we will be
back in touch again with more dates for
the diary. Until then if you have any
ideas or suggestions for Highfields
Helpers please let us know by posting
them in the red ideas box in the front
office.

Events

We will also let you know dates for
when we will be opening the famous
'Highfields Hut'

On Monday 19th September Highfields Helpers
will be relaunching themselves and we would like
to take this opportunity to invite you all to our
initial AGM. Highfields Helpers does incredible
work in order to raise money for school. Over
the years Highfields Helpers has helped fund
our IT Suite and also the KS1 outdoor area.
This annual general meeting is an opportunity
for any parent who would like to be part of
our schools parent/teacher group to come in
and meet the other members.
Refreshments will be available!

